
 
 
The 31st Teens Are Praying Together (TAPT) retreat has been moved to the 

U.S. Steel Yard, the baseball stadium that serves as the summer home 
of the Gary South Shore Railcats! 

 
A recent inspection of Camp Lawrence has revealed a dangerous gas leak that could 
present a potentially hazardous situation for anyone utilizing the facility. As a result, 
diocesan officials, with the authorization of Bishop Donald Hying, have immediately 
closed Camp Lawrence for all groups and retreats.  In the months ahead, NIPSCO and 
other utility providers will conduct tests and perform rehabilitation work to ensure safe 
conditions for summer CYO camps. 
 
Rather than cancel TAPT, the Office for Youth & Young Adults and representatives of 
the TAPT Board immediately went to work seeking a cost-effective alternative site that 
provided sufficient and compatible space. On such short notice, our options were 
limited, but we couldn’t be happier with the space we will utilize at the ballpark! 
 
Almost all retreat activities will take place on the suite level, an area that most baseball 
fans don’t get to see. A large gathering space will serve as our general session and 
dining area, and small group breakout sessions—integral to 
the TAPT retreat experience—will take place in the stadium’s 
comfortable luxury suites overlooking the baseball field, the 
South Shore Line, and U.S. Steel. Time for showers will be 
provided, utilizing the Railcats locker room showers. One 
suite will be even be converted to a Blessed Sacrament 
prayer chapel. 
 
There were simply no facilities available that provided cost-
effective lodging with beds, but the suite level has plenty of 
carpeted space, and so we ask all participants to provide their own air mattresses and 
sleeping bags to create a comfortable “indoor camping space.” Males and females, 
adults and teens will have separate areas. 
 
(OVER) 



NEW RETREAT SCHEDULE: Because of the simple lodging and the desire to keep costs 
down, we have consolidated the TAPT schedule and it will now be a 2-day, 1-overnight 
retreat, starting Saturday morning at 8:00 am, and ending with the traditional TAPT 
Closing/Reunion Mass on Sunday at 2pm.  
 
On Saturday morning, we will have some light breakfast items (think "continental" 
breakfast), but it will not be a full breakfast. If you have a heartier breakfast appetite, 
consider eating before arriving. Sunday will include a full breakfast and lunch. 
 
REDUCED FEE: The retreat fee—originally $90—has been reduced to $75, as well. Those 
who have already paid will receive a refund in the weeks ahead. 
 
SECURITY: Rest assured, the Railcats staff is ready and able to provide our retreat 
participants a safe and comfortable experience. Gary Police officers have been 
contracted to provide security for our event.  
 
REVISED CHECKLIST & PERMISSION FORM: Participants and team members will receive a 
revised checklist and permission form. Visit garytapt.com and download “Pre-Event 
Mailing.” 
 
PARKING: Participants who are driving to the retreat, or parents who are parking to 
attend the Closing/Reunion Mass should park on the lot west side of the stadium (3rd 
base side), and enter through the administrative offices on the 3rd base side, under a 
“V.I.P. Gate” canopy. Find the lot by using Google Maps here: 
http://bit.ly/railcatsstadium Be aware that there are one way streets surrounding the 
stadium. 
 
 
The TAPT retreat will still have everything that has made TAPT great for 30 years: we take 
great pride in helping teens see the face of Christ; we will simply do that in a different 
location. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Kevin Driscoll at 219-552-4060. 
 
Blessings in the Incarnate Christ, 
The TAPT XXXI Retreat Team 
 

 


